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In our last edition, we talked about how commodity markets plummeted due to the global over-supply of recyclables
and simultaneously reduced demand, driven by China’s restrictive import policies. China's 0.5% contamination limit
elevated quality expectations for all buyers across the globe on how important it is to reduce contamination. This
edition will focus on one of the biggest culprits of contamination - plastic bags.

Think Outside the Plastic Bag

Plastic bags and bagged recyclables are NOT recyclable in curbside and business recycling containers! Waste
Management is pleased to announce a new campaign, complete with tools and resources to provide solutions and help
customers ‘Think Outside the Plastic Bag' and ‘Free Your Recyclables’.

Free Your Recyclables! Empty Them Loose Into Your Recycling Container

Did you know that when you bag your recyclables, all your good recycling work could be
going to waste? Plastic bags wreak havoc on processing equipment and pose safety hazards
to workers, so ditch them and empty your recyclables directly into your recycling container.

Recyclables should never be placed in plastic bags in your recycling carts. We have no way
to know what is in them, so for safety reasons we treat all bagged material at our facilities
as trash.

Here are two main reasons why you should ‘Free Your Recyclables’ at work and at

home: right.

* Worker health and safety: Plastic bags pose a huge safety threat our employees
at our facilities. They get wrapped around screens, clogging up the equipment
and shutting down our processing system. Our staff stops working multiple times
each day to carefully climb into machinery and cut plastic bags out of gears and
screens.

e Materials must be clean and dry to be recycled: Plastic bags pick up dirt and
moisture in your recycling cart and in the collection truck. By the time they get
to the recycling facility - even a bag that was clean to start with is too dirty and
wet to be recycled. There is simply NO market for wet, dirty plastic film and
bags, so they end up in the trash.

Take Action

¢ Don’t bag your recyclables! We need to help individuals change their behavior
and place recyclable materials directly into containers - no plastic bags! It’s safer for workers and better for the
environment.

o Visit e leOftenRenyeleRight * to download free tools and learn more about recycling right, including the
'Free Your Recyclables ‘and ‘Thmk Outside the Plastic Bag’ campaign materials (coming soon).

» Reduce and reuse: Avoid plastic bags all together by taking reusable bags with you the next time you go shopping.
Save leftover plastic bags to use as trash liners (never recycling) around your home.

» Take back recycling options: Clean and dry plastic bags can be recycled at many local retailers. The bags that are
collected in these programs are kept separate so they stay clean and dry. They are rnade 1nto large bales and
shipped to end markets to manufacture into durable items such as plastic lumber. Visit iastctimeoyciing ore to
find a take back location near you.

« Become a Recycling Ambassador. Share good recycling practices from Waste Management's education and outreach
program, Recycle Often. Recycle Right.® Download educational materials that help residents and businesses reduce
and eliminate contamination.

o Collaborate! Join us in the battle against recycling contamination. It takes all of us working together to educate
consumers to the new realities of recycling.
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RECYCLABLE CONTAINERS MUST BE EMPTY AND DRY; NO LIQUID OR FOOD WASTE RESIDUE
PERMITTED; NO BAGGED RECYCLABLES

Steel, Tin & Plastic Bottles & Office Paper, Brown Paper
Aluminum Cans Containers #1, #2 & #5 Bags, Newspaper, Magazines
Latas de acero, hojalata y alumino Botellas y envases de plastico & Junk Mail

Bolsas de papel marron, papeles de oficina
no confidenciales, periodicos, revistas,
correspondencia no solicitada

Paper Cardboard Dairy &  Flattened Cardboard & Glass Bottles & Jars

Juice Containers Paperboard Hotellmy fhaseosdasidiio

Envases de papel cartén, productos Carton y cartulina aplastados
lacteos y jugos

DO NOT INCLUDE: Plastic bags, recyclables bagged in plastic bags, food waste or polystyrene

foam/plastics #6 and other plastics #3, #4 & #7

NO INCLUYA: Comida desechada, bolsas de plastico o vasos y contenedores de goma de poliestireno

Fora camplete list of accepted recyciable matermls, please vrszt hitp: //RecycleOﬁenRecycleR:ght com
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WASTE MANAGEMENT

Most Common Contaminants

Keep these common contaminants OUT of your recycling bin.

O Recyclables in no Food & liquids NC Electronics & Small NO Textiles, Bedding,
y q 9
Plastic Bags Compost instead! Otherwise, Appliances Rugs & Carpet
Empty loose recyciables in bin it belongs in the trash, Donate if in good condition, ar Donate these items If they
but leave the plastic bag out. schedule a bulky item pickup, if are in good condition. Large
available. Check sarth@17 com quantities may reguire
for alocal drop off site. special disposal.

NO Hoses, Holiday NoO Plastic Bags, Film/ NO Paper Napkins, NO Polystyrene Foam
Lights, Hangers & Sheeting & Flexible Film  Plates, Cups & Foam and plastic to-go
Extension Cords Packaging Tissues containers are not recyclable
. ) ke plastic baas back local ¢ f — q curbside. Find drop off

.he_y wrap around Take plastic bags back to a oca. Compost if possible, an programs for items fike foamn
equipment and can shut grocer to keep bags clean and dry,  remember to recycle the packing peanuts at

down an entire facility! and prevent them from shutting cardboard tube. ” ‘._,:},_i,‘g,;@,; 1.c6

They all go in the trash. down recyciing facilities. V\Slt ’ -

”u sticfilrarec 444 (.mrzL Qy

to find a drop off locataon near YO

NO Tires, Auto Parts NO Concrete, Wood & NO Medical Waste nNO Non-Recyclable

& Scrap Metal Construction Debris (Find safe & secure Plastic

(Not in recycling or trash) Can Can damage equipment & are disposal near you.) Not everything that is plastic
damage equipment & are safety safety hazards. You may be able is recyclable! Recycie only
hazards. Contacl local scrap to schedule a bulky item pickup food & beverage bottles, jugs
recvdels or retaii tire )tores for - otherwise throw it in the trash and tubs.

or order a roll off bin by

eartit L e0m eenkacting Waste: Managemen For more mformataora on recyclmg visit
u_nter near you. Customer Service. — ST - Diakt rein
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or caII 800 972-4545
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