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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Town of Farmington is within one of New England’s most important recreation areas. Both 
local residents and tourists fish, boat, bike, picnic, skateboard, hunt, hike, snowmobile, and ski in 
and around the Farmington area.  More people are now participating in a wider range of 
recreational activities than ever before. 
 
Farmington’s rich natural and cultural landscape provides a wonderful setting, and the four-
season climate allows for a diversity of recreational activities.  Promoting and encouraging the 
enjoyment of Farmington’s landscape enhances the quality of life of local residents, and supports 
tourism in the region.  This promotion provides an opportunity for personal health and wellness 
benefits, for enhancing local economic opportunities, and for portraying Farmington as a prime 
location between the Seacoast, and the Lakes and White Mountain Regions of New Hampshire 
for recreation and access to the great outdoors.  With increased use of these resources, 
Farmington must also be mindful of the resource management issues that can arise from 
increased use of the recreational areas in the community.  According to the 2004 Master Plan 
Survey Farmington residents value the open spaces available to them and 82% would like to see 
the Town do more to protect these open spaces in Farmington.  
 
 
2.0  COMMUNITY RECREATION VALUES AND GOALS 
 
The results from the Farmington Master Plan Survey show a strong appreciation and support for 
open space and recreation in the community.  The responses show that 62% of the respondents 
felt that Town funds should be used for the preservation of open space in Farmington.  When 
asked about encouraging “special events” to bring 
people into Town, 84% of the respondents said they 
would like to see such events. 
 
Overall there was great support for additional 
walking/biking trails.  A majority of the responses 
(73%) favored using existing roads, streets and trails, 
and public land to create a trail system.  This is good 
news for recreation, transportation, natural resources, 
and general land use issues.  Pursuing the protection 
of a network of open spaces in Farmington, and 
creating a network of trails and paths could provide 
additional recreational opportunities and connections, 
help protect key natural resource corridors, provide additional transportation options, promote 
health and wellness, and provide access to open space near the developed areas in Farmington.   
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3.0  EXISTING RESOURCES 
 
The Farmington Parks and Recreation Department 
oversees the Town sponsored programs and activities 
that take place throughout the community, and 
maintains the physical infrastructure of the recreation 
system. The Recreation Department provides a cultural, 
social, and physical outlet for the Town’s citizens and 
helps maintain the fabric of the community.  Providing 
opportunities for residents to meet, talk, and have fun is  
important for the long term health of the community. 
 
 
3.1 Town Recreation Facilities  
 
The Farmington Parks and Recreation Department maintains the following facilities which are 
open to the public: 
 
Town Hall Gym – located on Main Street, and part of the original Town Hall building 
constructed in 1881, the Gym continues to be used for a wide range of activities (basketball, 
volleyball, senior citizens’ club, dances, etc.)  and serves the needs of the community well. 
 
Game Room  and Senior Center/Meeting Room - located in an addition to the original Town 
Hall constructed in 1983. The Recreation Department uses these spaces, the Gym,  and the parks 
for programs that include basketball, volleyball, softball, ice skating, karate, theater, seasonal 
events, senior citizens’ club, dances, and a variety of other activities. 
 
Fernald Park – located on Central Street this facility 
includes a bandstand, a skate park, and a ball field.  
There is ample room available at this park for other 
forms of recreation and public gatherings. 
 
Memorial Park – located on Main Street, in the 
northern portion of the downtown area, this park 
provides a location for recreation and public gatherings. 
 
Edgerly Memorial Park - located on Gray Avenue, 
just north of Route 75, this park provides a location for 
recreation and public gatherings. 
 
The Town also has an excellent relationship with the public school, and has access to fields and 
facilities on the School Property. 
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3.2 Town Recreation Programs 
 
According to the Farmington Parks and Recreation Department, the recreational facilities in 
Farmington are experiencing a steady increase in use. The Parks and Recreation Department 
reports that there are currently a wide range of programs, for residents of all ages, available in 
the community throughout the year.  These include the following programs and activities 
provided by the Department for the residents of the community: 
 

• After School Program (Gr. K-5) 
• After Hours Classes (Gr. K-8) 
• Craft Programs, Cooking Programs, Sports, and Trips 
• Summer Kids Camp 
• Vacation Camps (Feb. & April) 
• Toddler Programs (sports, special events) 
• Toddler/Parent Open Gym 
• Senior Bingo & Senior Trips (2-3 per month) 
• Family Nights at Fernald Park (6 weeks in the summer) 
• Elementary Socials (1 per month) 
• Junior High Dances 
• Midnight Madness Trips 
• Open Adult Basketball 
• Open Gym grades 4-8 
• Farmington Hay Day 
• Haunted House 
• Trick or Treat Parade 
• Toddler Parent Halloween Party 
• Easter Egg Hunt – Flash Light Egg Hunt 
• CPR & First Aid Classes 
• And many other special events & programs 

 
3.3 Farmington 500 Boys and Girls Club 
 
The Farmington 500 Boys and Girls Club is a fifty year-
old non-profit organization that provides team sport 
opportunities to the young people in the community. The 
club owns a complex of recreational fields on Pleasant 
Street, and is in the process of developing additional 
fields on Paulson Road.  The club is currently organizing 
baseball, softball, volleyball, basketball, and soccer 
teams.  The Farmington Parks and Recreation 
Department does not organize team sports, but instead 
cooperates with the 500 Boys and Girls Club. 
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3.4 Trails in Farmington 
 
The Farmington Conservation Commission (FCC) is in the process of creating a formal trail 
system in the community.  The only formal public use trails in the community currently are the 
State multi-use trail, a small walking trail on the school property around the athletic fields, and 

the winter snowmobile trails.  The 
FCC project will involve working 
with landowners and user groups in 
the community to identify a 
network of trails that will be 
mapped and maintained for public 
use year-round.  Trail planning and 
mapping will be completed in 2005 
and 2006.  Greenway land and 
easement acquisitions have been 
underway for several years with 
taxpayer and grant support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.41 Blue Job State Park 
 
Blue Job’s 1,356 foot summit is the focal point of this 283.6 acre state park located in 
Farmington on the Strafford Town line.  A network of trails loop through the park, but the main 
trailhead is located in Strafford on 1st Crown Point Road. Adjacent to the park property are two 
large parcels of state protected conservation land totaling 706 acres.  Both of these parcels are 
monitored by the Conservation and Land Stewardship Program which is part of the NH Office of 
Energy and Planning. 
 
3.42 Snowmobile Trails 
 
Another popular recreational activity in Farmington is snowmobiling.  The state maintains a 
series of trails, but there are also local trails.  These trails are primarily on abandoned roads, 
logging roads, and across private property.  The Powdermill Snowmobile Club and the 
Evergreen Valley Snowmobile Club are both active in the construction and maintenance of trails 
in the Farmington area.   
 
3.5 Class VI Roads 
 
Class VI roads are those that the Town owns but does not maintain for vehicular travel.    
Farmington’s Class VI roads are often used as routes for hiking and biking, horseback riding, 
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cross country skiing, and hunting. There are 8 Class VI roads in Farmington, as shown in Table 
7-1. 
 

Table 7-1 Class VI Roads  
Name Mileage

Aiken Rd 1 
Averill-Trask Rd .5 
Haywagon Rd 1.3 
Old Range Rd ? 
Meaderboro Ext .5 
Pound Rd 1.6 
Russell Lane .6 
Scruton Rd 1.3 
Sheepboro Rd 1.4 

 
 
3.6 Public Boat Launches 
 
There are currently 780 water bodies considered ‘Great Ponds’ in the State of New Hampshire 
and one of them, Baxter Lake, is in Farmington.  Most of Farmington’s surface water is in the 
form of streams, rivers, and wetlands.  There is one boat launch on the Cocheco River in 
Farmington near the entrance to the landfill. Additionally, there are informal canoe take outs and 
portages throughout the community. 
 
According to RSA 271:20-A, bodies of water greater than 10 acres in size are public waters.  
RSA 233-A states that the State of New Hampshire must provide one public access site for water 
bodies 10-100 acres in size, two access sites for lakes 100-500 acres in size, etc.  A “public 
access site” is defined as those launch sites that are owned and or controlled by the State of New 
Hampshire.  There is one public access point, a boat launch owned by the State of New 
Hampshire, located off of Sampson Road in Rochester.  New Hampshire Fish and Game 
(NHF&G) manages the lake access program, and has the responsibility of managing this boat 
launch facility on Baxter Lake.  

 
3.7 Regional Recreation Resources 
 
Within an hour drive of Farmington, there are numerous State of New Hampshire and State of 
Maine parks, beaches, forests, fish and wildlife management areas, lakes, local parks, the Great 
Bay Estuary, and the 773,241 acre White Mountain National Forest. These regional resources 
provide numerous and varied public recreation opportunities such as camping facilities, hiking 
trails, skiing, and public access for fishing, boating, swimming and many other recreation 
opportunities.  Towns and organizations also own and operate public parks and forest reserves in 
the region offering both active and passive pursuits, free and for-a-fee, with some handicapped 
accessible facilities.  
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3.8 Local Analysis of Recreational Resources 
 
Nationally, communities are providing 4.7 acres of recreational facilities per 1,000 residents. 
These include active facilities such as ball fields, basketball and tennis courts, and skate parks, 
but not golf courses and public parks. In a recent study conducted by the New Hampshire Office 
of Energy and Planning the average was 5.3 acres per 1,000 residents. This would suggest that 
Farmington  should be aiming for approximately 28 to 30 acres of active recreational facilities.  
Farmington currently has approximately 26 acres worth of formal recreational facilities giving it 
an average of 4.6 acres per 1,000 residents.  Very close to the national average. 
 
Currently, the majority of these recreational facilities are being provided by the school system 
and the 500 Boys and Girls Club.  How long will this continue, and what facilities are lacking in 
Farmington?  An important next step in Farmington would be to convene a meeting with the 
town, school, and the Boys and Girls Club to discuss how well the current recreational facilities 
in Farmington are meeting the demand and to identify what facilities are lacking in the 
community. 
 
4.0  RECREATION TRENDS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
In 2003 the State of NH completed a State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  
The SCORP explains that more people are participating in recreational activities, partially due to 
the increase in population, and that people are also participating in a much wider range of 
activities today than was even the case 10 years ago.   
 
With this in mind it is easy to imagine that the most popular 
sites will experience greater and greater congestion in the 
future.  This could result in a greater number of conflicts 
between recreationists vying for use of the same areas at the 
same times.  Access to all recreation sites will become an 
important management issue.   Meanwhile, the number of 
organized recreation and conservation groups is expected to 
continue to grow and will have an increasingly larger voice 
in the management of public land. 
 
According to the State, New Hampshire State Parks have seen an increase in attendance. Current 
estimates indicate State Parks saw around 6.69 million visitors in 2001.   According to the 
Comprehensive Statewide Trails Study, conducted by the New Hampshire Office of State 
Planning in 1997, the US Forest Service reports a 23 percent increase in trail use in the White 
Mountain National Forest between 1974 and 1995.  The State also reports that  wheeled off-
highway vehicle registrations, both in-state and out-of-state, are increasing.  Total registrations 
have more than doubled in the last seven years. Out-of-state registrations have more than tripled.  
Out-of-state snowmobile registrations are steadily increasing and have more than doubled in the 
last seven years, while in-state registrations have remained steady.  New Hampshire’s waters 
have also experienced an increase in use with boating registrations doubling between 1980 and 
1990, and increasing over 19 percent between 1990 and 2000. 
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According to the findings in the SCORP, many of the most popular activities in New Hampshire 
are similar to those identified in nationwide studies. Wildlife observation, driving for pleasure, 
sightseeing, and jogging/running/walking are extremely popular activities. Additionally, these 
activities show a high frequency of participation. Day hiking seems to be more popular in New 
Hampshire than the national average.  
 
 
5.0 LAND USE IMPLICATIONS AND POLICY ACTIONS 
 
5.1 Land Use Implications 
 
Farmington’s existing recreation resources provide area residents and visitors with exceptional 
opportunities to enjoy the outdoors and exercise.  Here are a few items to consider related to the 
recreation resources in Farmington. 

1)  Planning for the implementation of an interconnected system of trails within a greenway of 
protected land will provide recreation, health and wellness, natural resource, transportation, and 
economic benefits that contribute to the overall “sense of place” in Farmington. 
 
2)  Incorporating outdoor recreation more fully as a planning issue within larger discussions of 
land use and transportation regulations and projects in Farmington will increase the benefits this 
amenity provides. 
 
5.2 Potential Actions 
 
There are an array of possible actions the Town may want to consider pursuing as it evaluates 
and improves the existing recreation resources in Farmington.  This section will be used to 
identify the specific actions for Farmington to take upon completion of the master plan. 
 
1) There is clearly a need, based on the survey responses, for more recreation programs for 
middle school aged youth, and for other opportunities beyond day care type services for these 
young people during the summer. 
 
2) The Parks and Recreation Department has been successfully delivering programs and 
activities, and now must focus on working with others to identify and construct new recreation 
facilities that will meet the needs of the public. 
 
3) Create a network of multi-use paths, within and around the downtown area, to provide safe 
access for walking, biking, skiing, and other activities between neighborhoods and key 
destinations. 

4) Create a trail network/greenway plan for the entire town that identifies future trail connections 
and properties to be protected.  These trails and properties should connect to resources in the 
adjacent communities. 
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5)  Create special events that bring people into Town.  Sledding parties, picnics, and festivals 
promote community pride and build social connections within the community. 
 
6)  The community must address the long-term stewardship issues of the protected parcels and 
recreational facilities in Farmington.  This may include roles for the various user groups and 
clubs (i.e. horseback riders, snowmobilers, mountain bikers, etc.) in monitoring properties and 
trail maintenance. 
 
7) Educate landowners about the benefits of leaving lands open to the public and the liability 
protections provided by existing laws. 
 
8) Promote the use of education, partnerships, and information-based strategies to manage or 
avoid conflicts between user groups, and to promote best management practices for different 
recreational uses. 
 
9)  Ensure that recreational opportunities are available to the elderly population and those with 
disabilities. 


